Summer Ecumenical Institute 2009

Optional Workshop Topics

Don Bolen – From dialogue to common mission (Wednesday 3 June 1.30 p.m.)
Fr. Don Bolen will introduce us to the recent Anglican-Roman Catholic document “Growing Together in Unity and Mission”.  A Roman Catholic priest, Fr. Don was a member of the International Anglican Roman Catholic Commission on Unity and Mission (IARCCUM) which produced the document.  He currently holds a visiting chair at Campion College, Regina.

Bruce Harding – Drumming (Wednesday 3 June 12.30 p.m., repeated Thursday 4 June at 12.30 p.m.)

Come and experience the fun and spiritual joy of playing the djembe drums. Drums provided and no experience required.  Bruce performs widely in United Church circles and edited the recent United Church hymnbook More Voices.  Each session limited to 20 participants.  Offered twice.

Rev. Amy Bunce – L’Arche: an ecumenical success story (Wednesday 3 June 1.30 p.m.)

L’Arche communities, where people with and without intellectual disabilities live, work, and pray together, have spread throughout the world.  Wyndham Thiessen and his wife Rev. Amy Bunce lead Saskatoon’s new L’Arche community, and Amy shares the story of this remarkable ecumenical movement.

Tom Ryan – Can we pray together? Christians and Inter-religious prayer (Wednesday 3 June, 3.30 p.m.)

Is it possible for Christians to pray with integrity with people of other religions?  Where's the common ground? What are the limits and "Best Practice" guidelines?   Fr. Tom shares insights from his recent book Interreligious Prayer: a Christian Guide

Bruce Harding – Music that unites us (Wednesday 3 June 3.30 p.m.)
Explore the power of song and music for deepening Christian unity.  See www.evensong.ca
Deb Bauche, Cyprian Hutcheon, Larry Mitchell – Ecumenical Perspectives on Healing (Wed June 3 at 3.30 p.m.) Panel discussion
The churches agree that Christ was a healer and that his followers are to engage in healing too, but there are a variety of views on how, and how not, to go about this work.  Deb Bauche, RN, began her current work as Parish Nurse at St. Philip Neri Roman Catholic Church in Saskatoon 5 years ago.  Fr. Cyprian Hutcheon is a medical doctor and worked for many years in pediatrics.  He is now pastor of Holy Resurrection Orthodox Church in Saskatoon.  Ven. Larry Mitchell is an Anglican priest and the North American director of the ecumenical Order of St. Luke the Physician, which seeks to train parishes and congregations in how to pray for healing.

Sr. Judy Schachtel SMS– The Dignity of Creation: a call to wonder, compassion and healing (Thursday June 4, 1.30 p.m.)

The new Universe story emerging from scientists and theologians reveals a creative and intelligent Universe that seeks oneness with all.  It is a story glistening with Divine elegance!  Like Francis of Assisi, we will reflect on our oneness with all creation, and our place in this community of life.  We are being called to a new form of human presence and comprehensive compassion, for all is sacred.  Sr. Judy is a Roman Catholic educator in ecological spirituality, now resident in Saskatoon and working with Earth Care Connections.

Cam Harder – Resources for Revitalizing Rural Ministry (Thursday June 4, 1.30 p.m.)
Rural churches and communities all across the country are struggling, but there are also many signs of hope.  Come and find out more.  Professor Cam Harder is a Lutheran pastor who teaches at the Lutheran Seminary in Saskatoon.  He has a particular interest in the revitalization of rural communities and churches.  Cam is a member of the Anglican-Lutheran International Coordinating Committee.

Sandra Beardsall – Ecumenical Shared Ministries (Thursday June 4, 3.30 p.m.)

An Ecumenical Shared Ministry (ESM) exists when congregations of more than one denomination share a building, programming or staff.  ESMs not only maximize resources in a given area: they are a powerful engine for Christian unity and reconciliation.  Discover the potential of ESMs in the life of today’s churches.  Professor Sandra Beardsall is a United Church minister teaching ecumenics at St. Andrew’s College, Saskatoon, a member of the National Ecumenical Shared Ministries Task Force and advisor to the PCE’s Shared Ministries Bureau.

Adèle Brodeur – current trends in inter-faith dialogue (Thursday June 4, 3.30 pm)

As Canada becomes even more culturally diverse, inter-faith encounters are no longer exclusively the preserve of academics.  We live and work among people of other faiths, and world events such as 9/11 and its aftermath have changed the context of inter-faith dialogue.  Adèle will share the results of her current research in this area.  A Roman Catholic, Adèle is Associate Director of the Canadian Centre for Ecumenism and lives in Montreal.
N. B. Workshop descriptions are accurate as of May 28, 2009.  But life is unpredictable, and there may be minor changes.

