November 24, 2010

Phis Christmas season many churches in Saskatoon seek to enhance the momentum of a vital project — the
community-owned Good Food Junction cooperative store located at Station 20 West. It is a community project that the
churches seek to support as a concrete expression of God’s love.

Christians share the conviction that in Jesus Christ God has drawn near to us. The Advent and Christmas seasons
remind us that when God in Christ came to dwell among us he was born and lived in poverty and simplicity. In Jesus’
ministry, we see his profound concern for those who were in need. He gave dignity to those who were poor, suffering
or oppressed. He identified himself with those who were hungry or thirsty, saying that whatever we do for those most
in need, we do for him (Matthew 25:31-40). As his disciples we have a moral imperative to follow his example.

Church groups serve in many projects which support the people of the core neighbourhoods, such as the Food Bank,
the Bridge, the Salvation Army and Friendship Inn, among others.

Saskatoon’s core neighbourhoods are the heart of the city. For our city to be healthy, it needs a healthy heart.
Maintaining good health is a challenge for many in the area whose needs are high and whose resources are limited.
Access to healthy food is vital for wellness and self-reliance. Since 1997, no full-service grocery store has operated in
our core neighbourhoods. Many residents have no cars and thus have little access to healthy, affordable food.

Phe Good Food Junction, at 20® St. and Ave. L, will provide in-store nutrition education and offer healthy food at
reasonable prices, close to home. Equipping the store will cost approximately $650,000. Being able to accomplish this
without going into debt is crucial to the store’s success.

Pogether we can bring this essential service to the people of our core neighbourhoods. This is not specifically a
church initiative: neither is it the project of a single political party, nor should we as Christian communities allow it to
be so. The potential for good is immense.

s church leaders and as individuals we commit ourselves to making the Good Food Junction a priority for the weeks
leading up to Christmas. We will express support through our prayers, practical assistance, and where appropriate
through fundraising to equip the store. We do this in the name of Jesus Christ who is Emmanuel, God-with-us.
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