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JESUS MEETS A PERSISTENT WOMAN 
 

+DOI�WKH�ZRPHQ�LQ�WKH�*RVSHOV�DUH�XQQDPHG��7KH\�LQWHUDFW�ZLWK�-HVXV�
WR�EH�KHDOHG��WR�PLQLVWHU�WR�KLP�DQG�HYHQ�WR�FKDOOHQJH�KLP��7KH\�EUHDN�WKH�
ERXQGDULHV�RI�UDFH��JHQGHU��UHOLJLRQ��ODZ��VWDWXV�DQG�WUDGLWLRQ��6XFK�D�RQH�LV�
WKH�&DQDDQLWH�ZRPDQ�ZKRVH�GDXJKWHU�LV�LOO���0N�����������

,Q� WKH� *RVSHO� VWRU\�� -HVXV� KDV� ZLWKGUDZQ� WR� WKH� VHDFRDVW� RXWVLGH�
*DOLOHH� WR� VHHN� VHFOXVLRQ�� UHVW� DQG� WLPH� WR� UHFRQVLGHU� KLV� PLVVLRQ�� +H� LV�
GLVFRXUDJHG�� +LV� FRXVLQ�� -RKQ� WKH� %DSWLVW�� KDV� EHHQ� EHKHDGHG�� -HVXV�
KLPVHOI�KDV�EHHQ�UHMHFWHG�LQ�1D]DUHWK�DQG�KH�LV�LQ�FRQIOLFW�ZLWK�WKH�6FULEHV�
DQG� 3KDUDVHHV�� (YHQ� WKRXJK� FURZGV� VXUURXQG� KLP� DQG� LQGLYLGXDOV� NHHS�
SOHDGLQJ�IRU�KHDOLQJ��KLV�FORVHVW�IROORZHUV�GRXEW�KLP��

1RZ� D� SDJDQ� ZRPDQ� EUHDNV� LQ� RQ� KLV� GHVLUHG� SHDFH�� 7KRXJK� -HVXV�
LJQRUHV�KHU��VKH�NHHSV�SOHDGLQJ��´+HOS�PH��2�/RUG��P\�GDXJKWHU�LV�VHYHUHO\�
SRVVHVVHG�E\�D�GHPRQ�µ�7KH�GLVFLSOHV�EHJ�-HVXV�WR�JHW�ULG�RI�KHU��-HVXV�WHOOV�
WKHP��´,�DP�QRW�KHUH�IRU�RXWVLGHUV�µ� �,V�KH�WKLQNLQJ�DORXG"�4XHVWLRQLQJ�KLV�
RZQ�PLQLVWU\"��

������7KH�ZRPDQ�KHDUV�WKH�FRPPHQW��6KH�GUDZV�IRUZDUG��6KH�
NQHHOV� DW� KLV� IHHW� DQG� SOHDGV�� ´/RUG� KHOS� PH�µ� -HVXV�
GLVPLVVHV� KHU� DEUXSWO\�� ´,W� LV� QRW� IDLU� WR� WDNH� WKH� FKLOGUHQ·V�
EUHDG�DQG� WKURZ� LW� WR� WKH�GRJV�µ� $FNQRZOHGJLQJ� WKDW� VKH� LV�
QRW� RI� WKH� FKRVHQ� SHRSOH�� VKH� UHWRUWV�� ´<HV�� EXW� HYHQ� WKH�
GRJV� HDW� WKH� FUXPEV� WKDW� IDOO� XQGHU� WKH� WDEOH�µ� 6LOHQFH«�
6ORZO\�� -HVXV� XQGHUVWDQGV� KLV� PLVVLRQ� PRUH� IXOO\�� +H�

H[FODLPV��¶2�:RPDQ��*UHDW�LV�\RXU�IDLWK��/HW�LW�EH�VR�µ�6KH�JRHV�KRPH��DQG�
ILQGV�KHU�FKLOG�O\LQJ�LQ�EHG��WKH�GHPRQV�JRQH��

$V�ZH� OLVWHQ� WR� WKH� VWRU\�ZH�DUH� WURXEOHG�E\� WKH� FRQYHUVDWLRQ��:H�GR�
QRW�H[SHFW�-HVXV�WR�EH�LQVHQVLWLYH�DQG�KDUVK��WR�EH�WLUHG�DQG�WR�KDYH�KXPDQ�
QHHGV��:KDW�DUH�ZH�WR�WKLQN�RI�KLP��DQG�RI�WKLV�ZRPDQ�ZKRP�KH�KDV�FDOOHG�
D�´GRJµ"�:KDW�DERXW�WKLV�ODQJXDJH"�6RPH�VD\�-HVXV�LV�WHVWLQJ�WKH�ZRPDQ·V�
IDLWK�� 6RPH� VD\� LW� LV� WKH� ODQJXDJH� RI� UDFLVP� DQG� VXSHULRULW\�� WKH� NLQG� RI�
ODQJXDJH�VRPHWLPHV�KHDUG�LQ�RXU�FKXUFKHV��FRXUWV�DQG�VFKRROV��
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2WKHU�GHWDLOV�LQ�WKH�VWRU\�EHJ�IRU�DWWHQWLRQ��7KH�WDEOH�DQG�IRRG�GHQRWH�
KRVSLWDOLW\�� RSHQQHVV� DQG�ZHOFRPH�� WKH�%UHDG� RI� WKH�:RUG�� WKH� %UHDG� RI�
(XFKDULVW��6KRXOG�WKHVH�EH�UHVWULFWHG"�2SHQ�WR�DOO"�

,Q�RXU�ZRUOG��ZKR�KDYH�SODFHV�DW�WKH�WDEOH"�:KR�DUH�XQGHU�WKH�WDEOH��
HDWLQJ�FUXPEV��OHIWRYHUV"�:K\�DUH�PLOOLRQV�RI�RXU�FKLOGUHQ�VWDUYLQJ"�:KRVH�
YRLFH�LV�SOHDGLQJ�IRU�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�RI�WKH�ZRUOG"�

7KH� HQFRXQWHU� ZLWK� WKH� &DQDDQLWH� ZRPDQ� WRXFKHV� WKDW� WHQVLRQ� LQ�
&KULVWLDQ� IDLWK�EHWZHHQ�SURSKHF\�DQG�FRPSDVVLRQ��-HVXV�EHOLHYHV�KH� LV�D�
SURSKHW�WR�,VUDHO�RQO\��DQG�WKHUHIRUH�QRW�WR�IRUHLJQHUV��1RZ�KH�LV�FRQIURQWHG�
ZLWK�D�GHPDQGLQJ��DQQR\LQJ� IHPDOH��D� IRUHLJQHU�ZLWK�QR� ULJKW� WR�VSHDN� WR�
KLP��<HW�KHU�IDLWK�DVWRXQGV�KLP��JLYLQJ�KLP�QHZ�FRXUDJH��

-HVXV·� HQFRXQWHU� ZLWK� KHU� DQVZHUV� VRPH� RI� WKRVH� GRXEWV� DQG�
TXHVWLRQV� KH� KDG� ZLWKGUDZQ� WR� UHVROYH�� +H� NQRZV� QRZ� WKDW� KLV� PLVVLRQ�
H[WHQGV�EH\RQG�WKH�KRXVH�RI�,VUDHO�WR�DOO�ZKR�DUH�RSHQ�WR�KLV�PHVVDJH��

:H�&KULVWLDQV�VRPH�WLPHV�MXGJH�RXUVHOYHV�PRUH�ZRUWK\�WKDQ�SHRSOH�RI�
RWKHU�IDLWKV��:H�PLJKW�GR�ZHOO�WR�ORRN�DW�WKLV�ZRPDQ��XQQDPHG�WKRXJK�VKH�
LV��DV�RXU�PRWKHU�LQ�IDLWK��6KH�DZDNHQHG�LQ�-HVXV�WKH�UHDOL]DWLRQ�WKDW�*RG·V�
ORYH�DQG�FRPSDVVLRQ�DUH�XQOLPLWHG��H[WHQGLQJ�WR�DOO�KXPDQ�EHLQJV�DQG�
LQGHHG��WR�DOO�FUHDWLRQ� 
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