
GROWING TOGETHER is a series of five Sunday bulletin inserts for the ecumenical education of Christ’s faithful. 

Vol. 21, Issue 3  
 

 

 

 

 

 

ISSN: 1481-9465 

LECTIO DIVINA 
�

�´,�KDYH�EHHQ�WKURXJK�WKH�%LEOH�IRUW\�WLPHV��DQG�,�QHYHU�IRXQG�ZKDW�\RX�
KDYH�EHHQ�SUHDFKLQJµ��VDLG�D�OLVWHQHU�WR�WKH�(QJOLVK�HYDQJHOLVW�*\SV\�6PLWK��
7KH� HYDQJHOLVW� UHSOLHG�� ´7KDW� PLJKW� HDVLO\� KDSSHQ�� :KDW� PDNHV� WKH�
GLIIHUHQFH�LV�QRW�KRZ�PDQ\�WLPHV�\RX�KDYH�EHHQ�WKURXJK�WKH�%LEOH��EXW�KRZ�
PDQ\�WLPHV���DQG�KRZ�WKRURXJKO\���WKH�%LEOH�KDV�EHHQ�WKURXJK�\RXµ����

�
/HFWLR� GLYLQD� LV� D� /DWLQ� SKUDVH� WKDW� PHDQV� ´GLYLQH�

UHDGLQJµ�� 6RPHWLPHV� ZH� UHDG� WKH� %LEOH� WR� NQRZ� *RG� LQ�
KLVWRU\�� :LWK� OHFWLR� GLYLQD�� WKH� %LEOH� LV� UHDG� WR� NQRZ� *RG�
ZLWKLQ�RXU�VHOYHV��,W� LV�D�ZRQGHUIXO�DSSURDFK�WKDW�FRXQWOHVV�
&KULVWLDQV�KDYH�EHHQ�XVLQJ�VLQFH�WKH�IRXUWK�FHQWXU\��,W�LV�QRW�
FRPSOLFDWHG��

�
• )LQG�D�SODFH�ZKHUH�\RX�IHHO�DW�HDVH�DQG�D�WLPH�LQ�\RXU�GD\�

ZKHQ�\RX�FDQ�EH�RSHQ�IRU�*RG��
• &HQWUH�\RXUVHOI��VKDNLQJ�RXW�WHQVLRQV�IURP�WKH�ERG\��OLJKW�D�

FDQGOH� RU� SOD\� TXLHW� PXVLF� RU� UHDG� EULHIO\� IURP� DQRWKHU�
ERRN��EUHDWKH�HDVLO\�DQG�VORZO\«�XQWLO� \RX� IHHO� WKH� ORYLQJ�
SUHVHQFH�RI�*RG�ZKR�ZDLWV�VR�SDWLHQWO\���

• 5HDG�D�SDVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�RXW�ORXG�VR�WKDW�\RXU�ERG\�
LV�LQYROYHG��DV�ZHOO�DV�\RXU�KHDUW�DQG�PLQG���

• $V�\RX�UHDG�� OLVWHQ�IRU� WKH� LGHDV�RI� WKH�SDVVDJH��3DXVH�WR�
SRQGHU�WKRVH�LGHDV��SRVVLEO\�UHIHUULQJ�WR�D�%LEOH�GLFWLRQDU\�
RU�FRPPHQWDU\��

• :KHQ� \RX� IHHO� UHDG\�� UHDG� WKH� VDPH� %LEOH� YHUVHV� DJDLQ��
WKLV�WLPH�VORZHU�WKDQ�EHIRUH��5HDG�WKH�SDVVDJH�UHSHDWHGO\�
XQWLO�D�SKUDVH�RU�ZRUG�VWULNHV�D�FKRUG�ZLWKLQ�\RX�RU�FDWFKHV�
\RXU�DWWHQWLRQ���

• /HW�\RXUVHOI�EH�GUDZQ�E\�WKDW�ZRUG�RU�SKUDVH�� UHSHDWLQJ� LW�
UHYHUHQWO\� DQG� H[SHFWDQWO\� DV� LQ� D� FRQYHUVDWLRQ� RU� SUD\HU�
ZLWK�*RG���

�
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 1 From A Treasury of Sermon Illustrations, Charles Wallis, ed., (Abingdon, 1950), 27. �
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SKRQH�����������������
ID[�����������������
HPDLO��SFH#HFXPHQLVP�QHW�
ZZZ�HFXPHQLVP�QHW�

,GHDOO\�� OHFWLR� LV�GRQH�IRU����PLQXWHV�D�GD\��EXW���RU����PLQXWHV� LV�D�
JRRG� VWDUW�� 7KH� UHDGLQJV� FDQ� EH� FRQWLQXRXV� IURP� GD\� WR� GD\�� <RX� PLJKW�
EHJLQ�ZLWK� WKH�%RRN�RI�3VDOPV�RU� WKH�*RVSHO�RI�/XNH�DQG� UHDG� LW� WKURXJK�
RYHU� D� SHULRG� RI� ZHHNV�� PRQWKV�� \HDUV�� <RX� PLJKW� VWD\� ZLWK� WKH� VDPH�
SDVVDJH�RU�%LEOH�VWRU\�IRU�VHYHUDO�GD\V��7KH�SRLQW�LV�WR�OHW�\RXUVHOI�EH�GUDZQ�
LQWR�WKH�WH[W�DQG�WKHQ�LQWR�WKH�'LYLQH���

�
7KH�ZRUG�RU�SKUDVH�WKDW�FDWFKHV�\RXU�DWWHQWLRQ�PD\�EH�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�

DW� ILUVW� UHSHOV� RU� DQJHUV� \RX�� 7KLV� NLQG� RI� SKUDVH� FDQ� EHFRPH� D� JHQXLQH�
VSLULWXDO� JLIW�� :KDW� QHZ� LQVLJKW� PLJKW� WKH� SKUDVH� EH� KROGLQJ� RXW� WR� \RX�
DERXW�*RG"�RWKHUV"�\RXUVHOI"�%HLQJ�DQJU\�ZLWK�WKH�%LEOH�LV�MXVW�DV�YDOXDEOH�
DV�EHLQJ�FRPIRUWHG�E\�LW��$OO�%LEOLFDO�SKUDVHV�KDYH�VRPHWKLQJ�LPSRUWDQW�WR�
WHDFK���

�
5HFRUGLQJ� OHFWLR� H[SHULHQFHV� LQ� D� MRXUQDO� PD\� EH� YDOXDEOH�� ,I� OHFWLR�

IHHOV� OLNH� ORQHO\�ZRUN��GRLQJ� LW� RFFDVLRQDOO\�ZLWK�D� VSRXVH�� FORVH� IULHQG�RU�
VPDOO�JURXS�PLJKW�HQULFK�WKH�H[SHULHQFH���

�
$V�LW�EHFRPHV�SDUW�RI�WKH�GD\·V�UK\WKP��OHFWLR�GLYLQD�EHFRPHV�D�ZD\�RI�

OLIH��7KH�SKUDVH� WKDW�PRYHG�XV��ZKHQ� UHSHDWHG� IUHTXHQWO\� WKURXJKRXW� WKH�
GD\��QRXULVKHV�XV�LQ�VXUSULVLQJ�ZD\V��/HFWLR�GLYLQD�LV�´D�SUD\HU�WKDW�EHJLQV�
DV�D�GLDORJXH�DQG�HQGV�DV�D�GXHW�µ��,W�LV�WKH�PRVW�ZRQGHUIXO�ZD\�WR�OHW�WKH�
%LEOH�¶JHW�WKURXJK�XV·�²�WKRURXJKO\��

�
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�
��*��2·'RQQHOO�2�3���´5HDGLQJ�IRU�+ROLQHVVµ��6SLULWXDO�7UDGLWLRQV�IRU�WKH�&RQWHPSRUDU\�&KXUFK������


