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WHAT GOOD IS RELIGION?  
�

:KHWKHU�LQ�FDYHV��WUHH�GZHOOLQJV�RU�RQ�RSHQ�SODLQV���WKRXVDQGV�RI�\HDUV�DJR�
RXU� DQFHVWRUV� ORRNHG� IRU� PHDQLQJ� LQ� ZKDW� WKH\� H[SHULHQFHG�� 7KLV� GDZQLQJ� RI�
KXPDQ� FRQVFLRXVQHVV� ZDV� DOOLHG� ZLWK� D� VSLULWXDOLW\� RI� IHDU�� +HUH� OLH� WKH�
EHJLQQLQJV�RI�ZKDW�ZH�FDOO�UHOLJLRQ��+XPDQ�VDFULILFH�ZDV�PDGH�WR�DSSHDVH�WKH�
JRGV��JXDUDQWHH�IHUWLOLW\��RU�EULQJ�DQ�HQG�WR�SODJXHV�DQG�RWKHU�QDWXUDO�GLVDVWHUV��
$V�WLPH�SDVVHG�SHRSOH�VDZ�WKHPVHOYHV�SURWHFWHG�E\�WKHLU�RZQ�VSHFLDO�JRG�ZKR�
ZRXOG� PDNH� WKHP� YLFWRULRXV� RYHU� RWKHU� QDWLRQV�� $� &DQDDQLWH� IDUPHU�� KHDULQJ�
WKDW�-RVKXD
V�DUP\�ZDV�FRPLQJ��PLJKW�ZHOO�KDYH�DVNHG���:KDW�ULJKW�KDV�WKLV�JRG�
RI�WKH�+HEUHZV�WR�FODLP�P\�ODQG�DQG�HQVODYH�P\�IDPLO\"��

�������:KHQ�ZKROH�FRPPXQLWLHV�HPEUDFH�RQH�UHOLJLRQ��DWWHPSWV�
WR� LQWURGXFH� QHZ� RQHV� DUH� VHHQ� DV� D� WKUHDW�� ,Q� WKH� 5RPDQ�
HPSLUH� &KULVWLDQV� UHIXVLQJ� WR� ZRUVKLS� WKH� HPSHURU� OHG� WR�
YLROHQW� SHUVHFXWLRQV�� :KHQ� ,VODP� GRPLQDWHG� WKH� $UDELDQ�
SHQLQVXOD�� &KULVWLDQ� OHDGHUV� LQ� (XURSH� PRXQWHG� FUXVDGHV� WR�
ILJKW���WKH�LQILGHO���DQG�HDJHUO\�VKHG�WKH�EORRG�RI�WKHLU�EURWKHUV�
DQG�VLVWHUV�RI� WKH�IDLWK�ZKHQHYHU�WKH\�SHUFHLYHG��KHUHV\���)RU�
FKDOOHQJLQJ�WKH�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�� WKH�%RKHPLDQ� UHIRUPHU� -RKQ�
+XV�ZDV�EXUQHG�DW�WKH�VWDNH�LQ��������

$FURVV���WK�FHQWXU\�(XURSH�PDQ\�GLHG�IRU�WKHLU�IDLWK��$�ZDYH�RI� LJQRUDQFH�
DQG� IHDU� OHG� WR� WKH� XQMXVW� SHUVHFXWLRQ� RI� LQQRFHQW� SHRSOH� FRQGHPQHG� IRU�
ZLWFKFUDIW��7KLV�WUDJHG\��ZKLFK�VSUHDG�DFURVV�WKH�$WODQWLF��LV�FOHDUO\�UHPHPEHUHG�
LQ�6DOHP��0DVVDFKXVHWWV��ZKHUH����ZRPHQ�DQG�PHQ�GLHG�LQ�������$V�(XURSHDQ�
QDWLRQV� VHDUFKHG� IRU� QHZ� WHUULWRULHV�� FRXQWULHV� OLNH� 6SDLQ�� 3RUWXJDO�� )UDQFH��
%HOJLXP� DQG� %ULWDLQ� FUXVKHG� WKH� IDLWKV� RI� WKH� DERULJLQDO� SHRSOHV� WKH\�
HQFRXQWHUHG�� 7RGD\� WUDJLF� VWRULHV� RI� DQWL�6HPLWLVP� DQG� VHFWDULDQ� YLROHQFH�
FRQWLQXH�WR�KRUULI\�XV��5HOLJLRQ�LV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�PXFK�VXIIHULQJ���

1HYHUWKHOHVV� WKH� KXPDQ� FRQGLWLRQ� ZRXOG� EH�PXFK� ZRUVH� ZHUH� LW� QRW� IRU�
FRXQWOHVV�ZD\V� LQ�ZKLFK�EHOLHYLQJ�ZRPHQ�DQG�PHQ�KDYH�EHHQ�PRYHG�E\� � WKHLU�
EHOLHI�LQ�D�ORYLQJ��FRPSDVVLRQDWH�*RG��7KURXJK�WKH�GDUNHVW�\HDUV�RI�WKH�0LGGOH�
$JHV��WKH�OLJKW�RI�OHDUQLQJ�ZDV�NHSW�EXUQLQJ�LQ�WKH�PRQDVWHULHV�DQG�FRQYHQWV�RI�
(XURSH�� DQG� HGXFDWLRQ� ZDV� VWHDGIDVWO\� HQFRXUDJHG� E\� &KULVWLDQ�� -HZLVK� DQG�
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0XVOLP� VSLULWXDO� OHDGHUV�� 7KH\� ODLG� WKH� IRXQGDWLRQ� IRU� RXU� VFKRROV� DQG�
XQLYHUVLWLHV�DQG�FDUHG� IRU� WKH�VLFN� LQ� UHOLJLRXV�KRXVHV� �� WKH� IRUHUXQQHUV� RI� RXU�
KRVSLWDOV���

,Q� WKH� HDUO\� ��WK� FHQWXU\� WKH� &KULVWLDQ� YRLFH� RI� :LOOLDP� :LOEHUIRUFH�
VSHDUKHDGHG�WKH�DEROLWLRQ�RI�VODYHU\�LQ�(XURSH��(OL]DEHWK�)U\�ZRUNHG�WLUHOHVVO\�RQ�
EHKDOI� RI� KRPHOHVV� ZRPHQ� DQG� FKLOGUHQ� VWUXJJOLQJ� WR� LPSURYH� WKH� DSSDOOLQJ�
FRQGLWLRQV� LQ�ZRPHQ
V� SULVRQV� LQ� (QJODQG��5DFLVW� SROLFLHV� LQ� WKH�8QLWHG� 6WDWHV�
DQG�LQ�6RXWK�$IULFD�FRQWLQXHG�LQWR�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��EXW� WKH�&KULVWLDQ�H[DPSOH�
VHW�E\�5RVD�3DUNV�LQ�0RQWJRPHU\��$ODEDPD��DQG�'HVPRQG�7XWX��$UFKELVKRS�RI�
&DSHWRZQ���EURXJKW�DERXW�FKDQJHV�WKDW�VHHPHG�LPSRVVLEOH���

5HOLJLRQ�KDV�KHOSHG�PLOOLRQV�WR�VHH�D�YLVLRQ�RI�D�ZRUOG�RI�KRSH��LQ�VSLWH�RI�VR�
PXFK�ZDQW�DQG�IHDU��/HDGHUV�RI�DOO�IDLWKV�KDYH�RSHQHG�RXU�H\HV�WR�WKH�VXIIHULQJ�
RI� PLOOLRQV� ZRUOGZLGH�� 5HFHQWO\� ZH� KDYH� KHDUG� WKH� FRXUDJHRXV� WHVWLPRQ\� RI�
WKUHH�&DQDGLDQV� �� -HDQ� 9DQLHU
V� FRPSDVVLRQ� IRU� WKRVH�PHQWDOO\� DQG� SK\VLFDOO\�
FKDOOHQJHG��*HQHUDO�5RPHR�'H/DLUH
V�DQJXLVK�H[SRVLQJ�WKH�HQRUPLW\�RI�KXPDQ�
VXIIHULQJ�LQ�5ZDQGD��DQG�6HQDWRU�/RLV�:LOVRQ
V�DFWLRQV�DQG�ZULWLQJV�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�
LQMXVWLFHV��HVSHFLDOO\�FRQFHUQLQJ�ZRPHQ��LQ�RXU�RZQ�FRXQWU\����

:H�FDQQRW�GLVUHJDUG�WKH�GDPDJH�GRQH�LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�UHOLJLRQ�WKURXJKRXW�
WKH�FHQWXULHV��DQG�FRQWLQXLQJ�WRGD\��%XW�FRXQWOHVV�ZRPHQ�DQG�PHQ���VXVWDLQHG�
E\�IDLWK���FRQWLQXH�WR�VHHN�SXUSRVH�DQG�PHDQLQJ�LQ�OLIH
V�P\VWHULHV��7KH\�WHVWLI\�
WKDW�JUHDW�JRRG�FDQ�LQGHHG�FRPH�IURP�UHOLJLRQ��
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