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THE FARM CRISIS IS A CRISIS OF COMMUNITY 

 
    Although the farm crisis has economic roots, it isn’t just an 
economic crisis. What we’re experiencing is the destruction of 
community. The combination of low prices, high costs, 
depopulation and withdrawal of services is merely the 
mechanism with which this destruction is achieved. 

    For over 200 years we have lived in a market society. 
Markets used to be organized nationally; now they are being 
reorganized globally. As a result, nations have a declining ability to 
regulate economic change. At a time when markets are significantly 
increasing their influence over our lives, it should not surprise us that 
farm people experience a crisis in the nation. In their families and in their 
livelihood, simultaneously. 

So powerful is the Market in our lives, its closest comparison is to a 
religious law. Sometimes it is even referred to as the law of the Market. 
Now this law is different from other laws because it is not written down. 
We can’t go to a book and look up its requirements. And yet, it is 
presented to us as a law of higher order, a law as real as nature. 

The Gospel of Matthew contains a story about Jesus that can help 
us interpret the law of the Market (Mt. 12:1-8). Jesus and his friends 
have been travelling. They’ve been walking, in a very hot climate. 
Perhaps they haven’t eaten since yesterday or even for several days. 
They pass a corn field and decide that if they were to eat some of the 
corn, no one would mind. Unfortunately, the Pharisees in this story do 
mind. They are the keepers of the religious law. They challenge Jesus 
on the grounds that his disciples are breaking the law: no one shall 
harvest on the Sabbath. 

Jesus responds in several ways but his final response is the 
ultimate challenge to the authority of the law. “The Son of Humanity is 
Lord even of the Sabbath.” There is no law greater than God. This is the 
most profound challenge to the tyranny of the Market. Since markets are 
made, they can be unmade. Since they are made to be servants, they 
can be dethroned as masters.  They can be judged harshly if they 
require sacrifice rather than mercy. They can never be absolute 
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because only God is absolute. 
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because only God is absolute. 

Personal relationships are the substance of community. The market 
system dissolves personal relationships by transforming them into 
contracts. If we have been oppressed by traditional relationships, as 
women or racial minorities have, then this change can be a liberation. 
But like the rain which falls on both the just and unjust, markets do not 
discriminate. They dissolve all personal relationships whether the result 
is a liberation or a new imprisonment. 

The most radical act of Jesus was the creation of a justice-seeking 
community. He started with only a dozen. His promise, though, was that 
all we required was two or three to gather. By forming community we 
challenge the power and influence of the market. United we transform 
the market isolation. Together we decide on human needs and purposes 
and demand that markets serve them. 

When we form community we create the power needed to 
challenge the idea that markets cannot be managed. When we form 
justice-seeking community, we substitute mercy for sacrifice. When we 
form justice-seeking community with farmers we are fighting the farm 
crisis. 
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For reflection and discussion 
 
1. In what ways can city and town people form community with farmers? 
2. What has your congregation done and what can it do to support Canada’s food 

producers? 
3. What difference would it make to you if Canada no longer produced its own 

food? 
 
Some of the material printed in this bulletin was taken from an article entitled “The Churches’ Role in 
the Farm Crisis” by Christopher Lind in PMC: THE PRACTICE OF MINISTRY IN CANADA, 
November 1992. 
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